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Newsletter #142: 

What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello from chilly Chicago. I’m finally back home and all the craziness of the holidays. I 
have another month before things gets busy again. As a Governor of the ANA I am 
obliged to attend the National Money Show in Atlanta, GA. I normally don’t attend the 
mid-winter ANA but I’m looking forward to seeing what this show is actually like. I 
think that as the world of online auctions and sales via the internet increases so does 
the desire for human contact within our community. While I find the shows to be 
incredibly tiring, I also realize that this is an optimal time to meet new and regroup with 
current customers. Nothing can replace meeting someone face to face. The internet is a 
great tool, don’t get me wrong, but we continue to need to personalize our experiences. 

I’ll be attending the Numismata in Munich, Germany in March and then participating in 
both the Gorny & Mosch and Kiinker auctions. Please do get in touch if you need auction 
representation. I’m happy to be of assistance and my terms are very favorable. 


Here is what is happening this week in the world of auctions: 


Tauler & Fau (Live auction on Feb 5 in Madrid) 

I think this might be the first time I discuss the Spanish auction house Tauler & Fau. 
They have an interesting group of coins coming to auction on February 5 in Madrid. 
They have some pretty desirable types in the Greek section and this caught my eye. 
Unfortunately most don’t have a pedigree so if that is important for you then you might 
not want to participate. Check out lot 28, the Camarina. This does have a pedigree back 
to a NAC1998 auction. The type is desirable and while the metal looks a bit “bright” it 
doesn’t have the typical rough surfaces you see for these. Being a Spanish firm, there 
are loads of beautiful of Greek and Roman Spain. I’m a fan of these types: inexpensive 
and beautiful to look at. There are little gems to be found in the Roman Imperial section 
as well. Several beautiful aureii. Now is the time to purchase Roman gold as well. I’ll let 
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you find the goodies though (I can’t do all the work for you!). I’ll forewarn though that 
Spain has some questionable ideas of exportation to the U.S. which results in high prices 
to the buyer. I’ve learned ways to avoid this but it is something one should be aware of. 


Roma E-Sale 67, part 1 (internet only sale on Feb 6 in London) 

Roma has a massive e-sale with 1,526 lots. This is part 1 of the sale! It looks as though 
the Lanz Celtic collection is finally done (or at least there are none in this e-sale). I also 
don’t see anymore Stancomb collection pieces. I wish there were more pedigreed pieces 
in this sale but you can find them if you scour through the sale. I also noticed a nice little 
group of coins from Axum (northern Africa). These seldom seen pieces are interesting 
and come from a private collection named Maekelay-Tigray. Check out lot 584. These 
pieces were very expensive in the last few years and finally have started to become 
reasonably priced. I often participate in the Roma sales so please get in touch if you 
need help. 


Naville Numismatics Auction 55 (internet only sale on Feb 7 in London) 

There are 720 coins in this upcoming esale. This is the partner to Numismatica Ars 
Classica (NAC) and they share office space as well. Many NAC coins that were either 
previously in their sales or didn’t cut muster for the Swiss auction end up here. 
Additionally Naville has successfully sold hundreds of ex Dattari and Gain-Stefanelli 
collection coins in past sales. This sale has more from those two collections although 
the quality is starting to dwindle just a bit. That said, there are some beautiful examples 
that also happen to be plate coins in the Dattari-Savio book or RPC online. 


Europe Trip (March 5-20, 2020) 

I will be heading over to the other side of the Atlantic to attend Numismata in Munich, 
the Gorny & Mosch auction and finally up to Kiinker Osnabriick for the highly 
anticipated Samel Collection of Jewish Coins and Medals. In the next newsletter I’ll start 
to describe some of these upcoming sales but please remember that Kiinker does not 
offer online bidding for their in house auctions so if you want to participate get in touch. 


Coin of the Week 

ROMAN REPUBLIC. L. Plautius Plancus. Rome, 47 BC 

AR Denarius, 3.6ig (16mm, 7mm). Facing mask of Medusa with disheveled hair; coiled 
serpents flanking / Victory (or winged Aurora) flying right, head slightly left, holding 
reins and conducting four rearing horses of the sun. 

Price: $1,750 

References: Crawford 453/ia-b CRI 29; Sydenham 959-9590; Plautia 15-150; RBW1583-4 
Grade: Small indentation on cheek but otherwise well-centered and good strike. EF/aEF 
rrl076 
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Buy Coin 


The coinage of the moneyer L. Plaudus Plancus is fascinating and has elicited several theories 
on why he chose the imagery he did. On the obverse of the coin is a mask of Medusa, a beauty 
turned into a gorgon by the enraged Athena when she broke a vow and married Poseidon 
instead of remaining celibate her entire life. The reverse shows a winged Aurora, goddess of 
dawn, holding the reins of four horses before her brother, the Sun. 

The story in the year 442 BC, the Tibicines, flute players from Tibur, were offended by the 
Romans (in particular the stern senator Appius Claudius) when they were not permitted to eat 
in the Temple of Jupiter. They left immediately back to the town of Tibur. The Senators, which 
were fearful of the repercussions of this slight asked the Tiburtines to send back the Tibicines. 
It was then that a relative ofL. Plaudus Plancus, a certain C. Plaudus, deceived Appius 
Claudius by devising a plan to get the Tibicines to return. When the Tibicines refused to return 
they instead held feasts in the homes of the Tiburtines. The Tiburtines gave the Tibicines lots 
of wine, making them drunk. Once they were asleep, they were loaded in waggons and taken 
to the Forum in Rome. To avoid arousing interest and being recognized they were put in 
masks and women’s clothing. When they awoke they were surrounded by the Romans who 
greeted them cheerfully and welcomed them back to Rome. The Tibicines anger subsided and 
they agreed that every year for three days they would return to Rome, feast in the Temple of 
Jupiter and ramble around the city enjoying themselves. The festival Quinquatrus Minusculae 
was celebrated every June 13 to commemorate this day with the participants wearing masks 
as the Tibicines once did. 

The coin with the Medusa head on the obverse is relatable to this story and 
the reverse with the allusion to the early arrival at dawn of the Tibicines 
back to Rome. 
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There is much speculation about whether the moneyer L. Plautius Plancus would have really 
known this history to reflect it on his coinage but the story is fun and gives more credibility to 
the themes that this moneyer. 

https://www.shannaschmidt.com/roman-repuclic/l-plautius-plancus-rome- 47 -bc? 

rq=rrl 076 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@ shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 
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